
 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES 12.8.2020 

Https://www.folphs.org        Folphs@gmail.com 

1) Welcome and call to order- Sabrina – 6:32 pm 

2) Officer Reports 

A) Principal Report-Dr. Steinmiller 

Dr. Steinmiller has been presenting at many local elementary feeder schools in a continued 

effort for the school selection process. 

He continues to be impressed by the teachers and staff and how they are handling remote 

learning.  He had an opportunity to pop into several classes with the Network Chief recently 

and saw in person all the good work and planning that the teachers had done and continue 

to do.  

Dr. Steinmiller talked about the return to school for cluster program students scheduled for 

January 11, 2021.  Teachers will go back first.  Only half of the students are planning on 

returning.  The challenge is to balance in person and remote learning.  They have a very 

dynamic team in place and are covering every aspect of safety protocols.  Custodians have 

been very involved in the planning as well. 

Student Voice Committee has done a survey and feedback was due 12/9.  The students are 

interested in how to make their class schedules work better and had explored block 

schedules.  Dr. Steinmiller stated they would be reviewing information up until 12/14.  

There are a lot of factors that go into suggesting a change to the schedule and many groups 

at CPS including the PPLC that would have to be part of these decisions.  

Homework: they are giving clarity over homework policy over break, better defining 

synchronous vs asynchronous time to manage screen time for students and will be 

expanding assemblies and activities for students.  They are really trying to celebrate the 

students and encourage everyone to have a good break. 

Thank you to FOLPHS for helping LP pay the CPS database vendor that we voted on via an 

email late in November. 

Dr. Steinmiller commented that the LSC winners would be formally announced at the LSC 

meeting this week.  Results have been posted, but it will not be official until the meeting. 

Dr. Steinmiller will be presenting at the LSC meeting a “State of LP” talking about the past, 

present and future of LPHS.  He will focus on how things started back in May/June when he 

came on board to where things with LPHS are now. 
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B) President’s Report-Sabrina Spitznagle 

Welcome to all attendees.   Sabrina mentioned the live interactive field trip to Brooklyn 

Museum one of the art teachers (Ms. Walters) is trying to put together.  Because they are 

not a CPS vendor, they have asked us to cover the cost.  The cost is only $130 for 2 classes to 

go.   

Sabrina moved to approve the funding of the field trip; Kristen seconded the motion.  All 

voted to approve, and the motion passed.  Sabrina will be reaching out to Ms. Walters to let 

her know FOLPHS will fund. 

We have a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee!!  The chairs are Venecia Sanchez, 

Julie Molina, and Jen Malito, and they have done an amazing job so far.  They will present 

during our meeting. 

Ms. Watson joined our meeting, introduced herself and thanked Debra and everyone 

involved for their hard work on spirit week. 

The Prism/Marquee is doing well with 4 messages already sold.   

C) Vice President’s Report – Kristen Feurer- No report. 

D) Treasurer’s Report- Christina Sciarotta- Christina was not present.  There was no report. 

The Board voted via email on whether we wanted to have our Treasurer’s report posted on 

the website.  The vote was unanimous for NOT posting on the website.   

Anyone interested in the Treasurer’s report is welcomed to join a FOLPHS meeting and the 

report will be sent to the Board after the meeting. 

E) Secretary Misha Mann.    

Sabrina moved to approve the November Minutes.  Kristen seconded.  All voted to approve. 

The motion passes. 

3) Committee/Director Reports: 

Pledge Drive/Brick Campaign / and Corporate Sponsorship Committee Report- Eury 

Chrones & Stefanie Coslow- The Brick Drive program has been launched.  Please forward 

this email/link to your friends, grandparents, neighbors, etc.  Eury is sending the information 

to alums especially last year’s seniors. They are also looking at sports teams, clubs, 

departments, etc. Misha suggested that the current FOLPHS board host a brick.  Dr. 

Steinmiller suggested we sell bricks again at the end of the year and specifically target our 

graduating seniors.  There will not be discounts for students, but students are encouraged to 

host a brick and collaborate with their friends, teams, etc. to share in the cost.  Right now, 

the deadline is February 28.  

Eury stated that thus far, brick sales were slow. Many people stated they were interested 

but were taking time to confirm what they wanted to say.  This is important because once 

you pay for the brick you cannot change your text or the clipart. 



 

 

There was a question on whether the brick donation was tax deductible.  It was unclear if it 

is since the money goes directly to the brick company and not FOLPHS.  Eury was going to 

confirm. 

Beth had mentioned that she would investigate as well as Little Lincoln and Lakeview High 

School both did a Brick Drive and would be able to let us know. She also suggested bundling 

for bigger sponsorship opportunities with items such as bricks, marques, banners, etc.   

Someone suggested a slogan of “More bang for your brick” in the promotion of buying a 

brick over the holidays and getting a free spot on the Marquee. 

Stephanie got a list of previous donors from Sara.  She ran a few ideas by Sabrina prior to 

the meeting about businesses to approach and was looking into the LP Neighborhood group 

43rd ward office of Michelle Smith, Old Town Triangle Association and the local Chamber to 

name a few local groups.  Dr. Steinmiller needs to approve. 

Sabrina suggested writing a thank you note to 2019 large donors when reaching out to them 

about sponsorship of a brick.  Something to the effect of “thank you for your generosity last 

year” and “would you be interested in being a permanent part of LP by sponsoring a brick?” 

Increased communications around the Brick Drive were suggested by Beth as she thought 

that some people believed that the general LP community did not understand that this drive 

was in lieu of the Pledge drive we typically host. 

The theme of promoting the Brick Drive continued and Eury discussed doing some 

promotions after Christmas and perhaps adding incentives like a chance to “win” a free 

message on the marquee for anyone who donated. Suzanne suggested making it an item at 

the Gala or raffling off bricks. Beth had also suggested adding an extra line to the Brick Drive 

page that would allow people to make a direct donation to the FOLPHS page.  

Luisa asked what the future of the Brick Drive is?  How often will we do it?  Eury stated that 

we continue to offer the Brick Drive as we can add bricks every couple years.  Right now, the 

location suggested is the path near the Freshman building.  

Sabrina noted that she got her brick. Ms. Hilton noted that the Poms squad was hosting a 

brick as well. 

A) Teacher Appreciation Committee Report- Kristen Feurer and Sabrina Spitznagle 

Report card pick up was November 19 and we gave all the teachers Starbucks gift cards, and 

hopefully, in the spring, we be able to will give them a physical gift.  They got a lot of 

positive feedback.   There is $7,000 left in the budget.  Please send Kristen and Sabrina ideas 

of what we could do for the rest of the year in lieu of the in-person events/functions we 

typically host.  

B) Spirit Wear Committee Report- Luisa Shortall 

Luisa wanted to do the plaid pajama pants, but they will not be available at the holidays as 

they are out of stock.  She will try to do pajama pants in January/February instead.   



 

 

Regarding goodie bags for the freshman, there are still many left overs and she would like to 

continue to try to get them to the students.  She has offered to have a pick-up at her house. 

Is there a way to continue to distribute the gifts to freshman?  Asked if we could deliver 

them, but Dr. Steinmiller did not think we could get addresses from CPS due to privacy.  

Dr. Steinmiller will let us know a count of how many are left. 

C) Social Media- Debra Sitar.  

Debra was working with Ms. Watson on the December Spirit Week.  They were enjoying 

planning and coming up with some fun ideas that would include the teachers and staff.  

Information will be sent out starting December 11.   

D) Marketing & Communications Report - Sara Shacter  

Friday, December 11 she will send out an email about the Brick Drive and Spirit Wear.  

Debra will send her the information she needs.  There are lots of FOLPHS communications 

being sent this month including messages: 12/10, 12/11, 12/15, 12/18, 12/23, and 12/30.   

E) Open House Committee Report -Jackie Herigodt.  Jackie was not present.  

Sara summarized that the Open House went well and was fun. 

F) Fall Social/Spring Gala Committee Report- Suzanne Rovner 

We will have a virtual event on February 26.  The fees to have Galleria Marchetti help with a 

virtual event were too much so we will not be involving them in the 2021 event. 2022 we 

hope to be in person and Galleria Marchetti will hold a date.  The date is yet to be 

determined as we do not have a school calendar yet. 

She has been in communications with Robin who we have hired to help us with our Gala.  

Robin’s fee to assist is $2,000.  The $2,000 covers hardware, tech, recording ad the staffing 

to help us the night of the event.  There will be 10-15 break out rooms led by Robin’s team.   

The cost covers the fee for approximately 85 devices not per person.  She is hoping that 

couples will share a device.  We can always add more, but there is a fee.  

It was suggested that we market the event on the Marquee and that the event needs to be 

updated on the website and that we should get a “Save the Date” out from the 

Communications team.  Something will need to be drafted.  Suzanne will contact Christy 

about creating the correspondence. We will also put it on the school calendar.  Dr. 

Steinmiller will take care of that.  

There are lots of things that can be done.  They are considering a “choose your adventure” 

where there are options like: (1) cocktail making class, (2) trivia night or (3) night with a 

sommelier just to name a few examples. They are looking into ways to provide food via a 

pre-order and delivery system and maybe even a beverage delivery system for the evening 

of the event.  They are also discussing scavenger hunts and a recorded performance by the 

choir. They still want to include the Live Auction and the Paddle Raise.  The key to the 



 

 

success of the event will be to create a fun and lively event/atmosphere and make it 

interactive. 

The schedule will start with a welcome/open and at some point, a prerecorded performance 

from Mr. Cooper’s choir class the Chamber singers.  There will be an online bidding system 

which guests can use their tablet or phone to bid.  There will be break out groups like a trivia 

group, game night or something else involving teams.  Suzanne is working on the details. 

If you have a house in Michigan/Wisconsin or anything else that you would like to donate, 

please let Suzanne know. 

G) Auction Committee- Misha Mann.  Misha will be the chair. She will work with Dr. 

Steinmiller, Department Heads at LP and volunteers to create a wish list for the school.  

There will be a variety of items and price points.  A report will be made at the next Board 

meeting.  Misha will reach out to volunteers for assistance.  Misha asked about thanking 

past silent auction donors as a general nice gesture of support which is welcome given these 

challenging times for neighborhood small businesses.  Sabrina stated she would send the list 

to Misha. 

H) Community Fundraising- Jodi Torzewski- Not present.  Sabrina noted that November’s 

event is at Lou Malnati’s and we have raised $873.73 so far with our “dine and donate” 

restaurant.  Portillo’s is likely to be the next fundraising location in January.   

We will continue to have Boqueria, which has tapas, as a dine and donate offer of 10% of 

the sales going back to FOLPHS. So far there has been $324 is sales so we have earned 

$32.40. 

Sabrina asked if anyone has any ideas to send them to Jodi. 

I) International Baccalaureate Liaison- Memory Jacobs- Ms. Tookey and Memory will meet 

after the holiday to set up time for next steps for spring IB events and open houses for 

students who get into the IB program. 

J) LSC Liaison- Memory Jacobs- The next LSC meeting is on December 10. The votes for the 

LSC representatives have been tallied and the results will be announced at the meeting. 

There are 6 parent positions, 2 community positions, 2 teacher positions, 1 non-teacher 

position and 1 student position on the Council.   

4) Old Business:  Senior Photos: 

NOTE: since our meeting- the November 19 photo session was postponed due to rising 

Covid numbers.  The event will be rescheduled. Is there a new date? 

5) New Business: The Diversity and Inclusion Committee introduced themselves.  Venecia, Julie 

and Jen are leading the committee.  They have discussed the purpose of the group, created a 

Mission Statement for the committee and a survey that they will send out.   

Sabrina noted that it was impressive what they have accomplished in a short amount of 

time and she stated that she would send out the survey from FOLPHS email once she gets it 



 

 

from the Committee and gets approval from Dr. Steinmiller.  The goal is to get it out by the 

first week of January. 

Once they get the survey results, Sabrina asked what the next steps will be? She suggested 

connecting with other schools to see what they are doing.   

Memory suggested that the DIC join a LSC meeting and introduce themselves and let the LSC 

know who they are and their purpose.  Suzanne told the group that she would let her 

husband, Gary, know that they would like to join a meeting as he is on the LSC. Memory told 

them to join the meeting when there is open/public comment so they would not have to 

stay for the entire meeting. 

DEI Committee Purpose/Mission 

Friends of Lincoln Park High School (FOLPHS) is committed to Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion. We share responsibility for including all voices in our discussions. We will not 

demean, devalue, or put down other people. We believe that our words affect other people 

and are open to hearing and learning from other perspectives. FOLPHS offers a safe place 

for all the community to share their thoughts and views on increasing DEI awareness while 

promoting our ultimate goal of improving the educational and cultural opportunities of all 

LPHS students. 

1. Next meeting will be held Tuesday, January 12 at 6:30 pm. 

B) Adjourn- 7:48 pm 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

President and Teacher Appreciation Co-
Chair Sabrina Spitznagle spitznagle98@gmail.com 

Vice President and Teacher Appreciation 
Co-Chair Kristen Feurer kastoj@aol.com 

Secretary and Auction Chair Misha  Mann misha.mann@gmail.com 

Marketing & Communications Co-Chair Sara Shacter sfshacter@gmail.com 

LSC Liaison Memory  Jacobs mljacobs@uchicago.edu 

Fall Social and Spring Gala Chair Suzanne Rovner rovnerfamily@yahoo.com 

Pledge Drive/Brick Donation Co-Chair Eury Chrones 
eurydice.chrones@hangar
-12.com 

Spirit Wear and Social Media Co-Chair Luisa  Shortall lfshortall@sbcglobal.net 

Spirit Wear and Social Media Co-Chair Debra Sitar sitar96@comcast.net 

IB Coordinator Memory  Jacobs mljacobs@uchicago.edu 

Pledge Drive/Brick Donation Co-Chair Stephanie Coslow splcoslow@gmail.com 

Principal Dr Eric Steinmiller easteinmille@cps.edu 
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Assistant Principal Cynthia Watson cmwatson4@cps.edu 

Athletic Director Eric Lezcano elezcano@cps.edu 

IB Director Mary Tookey METookey@cps.edu  

  Cory Hilton chilton@cps.edu 

 

Attendees Emails 

Amy Chasse amychasse@gmail.com 

Beth Miller bethcaronmiller@gmail.com 

Beth Rosenberg  
Chiara Chung chungfortino@gmail.com 

Christy Levy c-levy@prodigy.net 

Erin Malley epmalley@gmail.com 

Esteven Gonzales   

Jodi Torzeswski jbt312@comcast.net 

Julie Molina julie_molina2000@yahoo.com 

Maya Tatineni maya.tatineni@gmail.com 

Michelle Berman bermansm@sbcglobal.net 

Peter Talmers   

Therese Matheny theresamatheny@icloud.com 

Venecia Sanchez vsanchez88@sbcglobal.net 
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