
 

 

 
MEETING MINUTES 10.13.2020 

Https://www.folphs.org 

Folphs@gmail.com 

1) Welcome and call to order- Sabrina- 6:30 pm 

2) Officer Reports 

A) Principal Report-Dr. Steinmiller- Textbook pick up event:  There will be two dates.  First 

date is October 15, and second date is October 21. 

 Update on classes:  Classroom work is going well. Teachers are working hard to limit screen time 

 homework.  They are also looking in Block Schedule options.  They will need input from   

 students, PPLC (Professional Learning Committee) and the CTU.  An 80% approval is needed.   

 LP is looking at doing things differently.  In PE they are doing meditation.  Dr. Steinmiller visited  

 Ms. Kong’s class and observed the meditation.  Kids seemed to be enjoying it. 

B) President’s Report-Sabrina Spitznagle-  

 Textbook pick ups October 15 and October 21.  We need volunteers.  Patti Gamble can do  

 10/15. Misha, Sabrina, Kristen, and Jennie will volunteer as well. 

 Welcome Night is next Thursday, October 22.  Dr. Steinmiller will speak and so will Sabrina.   

 There will be a video and then attendees will break out into different rooms.  Break outs will run 

 for 15 minutes and parents will get to meet teachers. 

 We need volunteers to host rooms.  Freshman room: Venecia Sanchez and Sandy Gerding are  

 volunteering.  For Sophomore room: Rebecca E. Eden is volunteering.  Senior room has Barbara  

 Perlman.   

 

 We need a volunteer to host the Junior room. 

 Sabrina met with other “Friends of” groups in the area.  They mentioned that their schools are  

 focused on diversity and inclusion.  Does FOLPHS want to add?  Who would oversee this?  

 What would this look like? She also stated that it was clear LP needs to convey what we are  

 doing for tech. Tech is a big focus for school fundraising and marketing the school.  

C) Vice President’s Report – Kristen Feurer- No report. 

D) Treasurer’s Report- Christina Sciarotta- Christina was not present.  There was no report. 

Should we include Treasurer’s Report on website?  Board still needs to vote on this. 

E) Secretary Misha Mann.    
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Sabrina moved to approve the September Minutes.  Misha seconded.  All voted to approve.  

 

Sabrina motioned to make Jodi Torzewski a voting Committee Member.  Misha second.  All 

voted in favor to approve. Sabrina motioned to make Luisa Shortall a voting Committee 

Member.  Kristin seconded.  All voted in favor to approve.   Both motions carried and now 

Luisa and Jodi will be able to vote on all future motions. 

3) Committee/Director Reports: 

A) Pledge Drive/Brick Campaign Committee Report- Eury Chrones- Information page is almost 

ready.  Eury will send the draft to the Board for feedback.  Then the campaign will be ready 

to launch. 

B) Teacher Appreciation Committee Report- Kristen Feurer and Sabrina Spitznagle- 

Sabrina and Kristin reported that they sent out $10 gift cards to the teachers last week.  This                    

was a welcome gift to the teachers.  Typically, the committee hosts a breakfast in September 

and    gives a smaller gift card in October.  The $10 covered both events from a financial 

standpoint. 

C) Spirit Wear Committee Report- Luisa Shortall Sales are going well.  Pick up will occur at 

both textbook pick up events. 100 units were sold totaling $2900 in 9 days.   

         She will offer other items as a feature for next sale. 

D) Social Media- Debra Sitar: Debra will be launching a virtual Spirit Week from October 26 to 

October 30.  She is meeting with her group on October 14 to discuss the details.  If anyone 

has photos to post, please send them to her at lphslionsden@gmail.com. She just recently 

put a photo on Facebook.  It was a “Caption This” photo. It is getting a good response.   

E) Marketing & Communications Report- Sara Shacter –  

Sara discussed online ordering.  She also talked about advertising for the Open House and 

how to get people registered for the Open House. She is working with Jackie and will need 

the information in 4 weeks (just before the event).  Christy is updating the brochure.   

 A couple comments were made in the Chat about communications.  Naviance is glitchy 

which is how the students get communications.  Blackboard is direct from Aspen and is the 

parent communication platform.  If your name is in Aspen, you will get the communications. 

 

F) Open House Committee Report -Jackie Herigodt – Absent.  Happy Birthday Jackie! Sara 

gave a report on her behalf. A meeting was held last Friday.  They went back and forth with 

the production company but have finally settled all items.  The final draft of the contract 

was emailed to Dr. Steinmiller.  He will review.  They need the funds and then can proceed 

on the scope of work.   
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Dr. Steinmiller will do a welcome, they will walk through a typical day at LP and they host 

break out rooms.  Not all of the presentation will be live.  They realized it would be too hard 

to do this.  They will have a teacher from each respective focus area/discipline speak about 

their programs i.e. Band, IB, Visual Arts, etc.  Questions can be asked in the breakout rooms 

hosted by each teacher.  Registration has already started.  Early registration is helpful in 

starting the communications process.  Theresa McCormick has a list of the 8th grade 

counselors.  Sara will send the marketing information to share to the Board and to the LP 

community.  Please share on social media and share with your friends on their Facebook 

pages.   

G) Fall Social/Spring Gala Committee Report- Suzanne Rovner- Suzanne discussed the Spring 

Gala.  She will reach out to Galleria Marchetti to see if we can roll over our deposit funds to 

2022 at Galleria Marchetti to save the date for next year.  She will start planning in 

November.  She has already talked with a woman named Robin who does virtual Galas.  

Robin’s fee to assist is $2,000. There are lots of things that can be done.  They are looking 

into ways to provide food via a pre-order and delivery system and maybe even a beverage 

delivery system for the evening of the event.  They are also discussing scavenger hunts, a 

recorded performance by the choir, a wine tasting or cocktail tasting event, etc.  They still 

want to include the Live Auction and the Paddle Raise.  The key to the success of the event 

will be to create a fun and lively event/atmosphere and make it interactive. 

Suzanne still wants to have bigger ticket items.  We can use an app for live, silent auction 

and tickets. 

Regarding the Fall Social, no in-person events are allowed at this time.  Other schools are 

doing some social distanced events.  Directive is nothing in person for now.  

Sabrina suggested that we institute a $25 paddle raise fee in lieu of tickets.  She also stated 

that FOLPHS will be pursuing the Auction items differently this year as previously discussed, 

and we will get the needs of the school and auction them off instead of silent auction items.  

Misha Mann has volunteered to chair the Auction Committee.  

Sara stated that other schools are also doing the virtual events.  

Sandi Gerding will donate a painting.  Misha will reach out to her.  

SandismithGerdingArtwork.com 

Misha suggested using local restaurants for food and getting a pre-fixe and preset menu.  It 

would be a win-win for the local restaurants and build support and better relationships with 

local restaurants.  

Baran suggested contacting Café Orchid.  It is a small BYO restaurant nearby and great for 

small gatherings. 

 

H) Auction Committee- Misha Mann.  Misha will be the chair. She will work with Dr. 

Steinmiller, Department Heads at LP and volunteers to create a wish list for the school.  
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There will be a variety of items and price points.  A report will be made at the next Board 

meeting.  Misha will reach out to volunteers for assistance. 

 

I) Community Fundraising- Jodi Torzewski-  Chipotle event on Saturday, October 3 from 5 to 9 

pm at the Chipotle near the school/Fullerton was a success.  We earned $317.11 and 

approximately 50 families participated.  33% of sales went to LP. Check has been cut by 

Chipotle and is in the mail. 

We can do another event later in the year with Chipotle as they allow 2 per year. 

The next event will be on November 11 at Lou Malnati’s.  Three locations are participating 

including Lincoln Park, Lincoln Square and Bucktown.  Hours will be 11 am to 10 pm. 

They will donate 20% back to LPHS. 

Some suggested Portillo’s and Sofia requested Taylor Street location.  Jodi reported that 

Portillo’s donates 20%. Misha noted that Addison street location will open early in 

November so they might want to host an event. 

Jodi has reached out to restaurants local to LPHS and many are either not interested or have 

not responded.  The pandemic has taken its toll so many restaurants might not be 

interested. 

Several parents requested that we announce LP’s participation in the Amazon Smile 

program and post it on all LP Facebook groups. Thanks for the suggestion Patti! 

Patti suggested: Can we have a calendar for the year for all fundraisers?  This would be 

helpful to share.  Maybe create a calendar for all school events.   

J) Corporate Sponsorship- Sara Shacter.  Sara sent a draft to Sabrina for review.  Sabrina will 

review.  Sara met with Collen Murakami and they discussed the for the Business Directory.  

It will be a Google document with sub-categories.   Those who want to participate will 

pay$25 to get listed.  The directory will run January to January and will get updated 

annually.   Sara noted that parents of current students, alumni and parents of alumni will be 

included to start.  They are working on ideas for perks so send Sara suggestions if you have 

any.   

       Sabrina asked Dr. Steinmiller if he is okay with it and he said it is fine. 

K) International Baccalaureate Liaison- Memory Jacobs- Virtual IB Potluck is November 5.    

Ms. Tookey joined us and explained how the event used to work with parents bringing in 

lots of great dishes to share and pass, parents stayed in one room and teachers rotated so 

they could share information on their classrooms/subject matter with each group. The 

tradition started in 1988.  This year we will host a Zoom virtual format.   Mr. Hardesy will 

assist with the virtual break outs.  Memory expressed her gratitude to Ms. Tookey for 

putting the event together especially given the challenges with the pandemic. Ms. Tookey 

thanked FOLPHS for their past work on the collateral material they create for open houses 

and stated how classy and versatile the information was for LP. 



 

 

 

L) LSC Liaison- Memory Jacobs- Memory reported on last week’s LSC meeting. She mentioned 

that the most impressive parts of the meeting with the Student Voice and Student Affairs 

presentation.  She stated that the kids were thorough and organized.  She said it was 

wonderful to witness and if you did not attend, you missed out. 

Sabrina echoed Memory’s praise and mentioned that the kids were articulate and had great 

ideas. 

Dr. Steinmiller noted that the LSC elections will be held on November 19 which is also report 

card pick up day. 

 

4) Old Business:  Nothing discussed. 

5) New Business:  

A) Questions: 

1. Memory asked about communications for the Zoom link.  Debra and Sabrina stated that 

the link for the meeting is sent to those who express interest, so we limit the 

opportunities for hackers to take over the meeting.  Sara assured the group that 

communications about the meetings go out to all the parent lists that LP has. 

2. Memory also noted that our website meeting dates are not current.  Sabrina will ask 

Christy Bauhs to update. 

3. Sara asked Dr. Steinmiller about homework.  Are they trying to limit it?  Dr. Steinmiller 

stated that they are trying to be very cognizant about screen time to not overload 

students.  Some children are overwhelmed with eLearning and the Pandemic, so they 

must balance homework carefully. 

4. Misha asked about whether there was a Camera must be on policy?  Dr. Steinmiller 

stated that they cannot require it, but teachers are handling it in different ways.  He also 

stated that from his observations of Google classes, many teachers are engaging the 

students via Google documents with live interactions and that while students may not 

have their screens on, they are talking to one another. Misha mentioned that some 

students find having screens on can be distracting when they break off to do work.  

5. Michele mentioned that in Parent University you can blur your background, so no one 

has to worry about what is behind them. 

6. Next meeting will be held Tuesday, November 10 at 6:30 pm. 

B) Adjourn- 7:50 pm 

 

 



 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Board & Committee Members 

Sabrina Spitznagle spitznagle98@gmail.com 

Kristen Feurer kastoj@aol.com 

Misha  Mann misha.mann@gmail.com 

Sara Shacter sfshacter@gmail.com 

Memory  Jacobs mljacobs@uchicago.edu 

Suzanne Rovner rovnerfamily@yahoo.com 

Eury Chrones eurydice.chrones@hangar-12.com 

Jodi Torzewski jbt312@comcast.net 

Debra Sitar sitar96@comcast.net 

Luisa  Shortall lfshortall@sbcglobal.net 

Memory Jacobs 
mljacobs@uchicago.edu 

Dr Eric Steinmiller easteinmille@cps.edu 

Dr. William Daniels wddaniels@cps.edu 

Ms. Cynthia Watson cmwatson4@cps.edu 

 

Attendees Emails 10.13.2020 

  antidotetlm@gmail.com x 

Ami Martin azm1@ntrs.com x 

Annie Archer anniearcher.aa@gmail.com x 

Ashanti  x 

Baran Ozkan ozkan.baran@mac.com x 

Barbara Perlman bperlman@sbcglobal.net x 

Beth Miller bethcaronmiller@gmail.com x 

Beth Rosenberg  x 

Chiara Chung chungfortino@gmail.com x 

Christy Levy c-levy@prodigy.net x 
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Holly Sandefur holly_sandefur@hotmail.com x 

Jennifer Nelkin  x 

Jodi Torzeswski jbt312@comcast.net x 

Juan Perez Wheeler juan.perez-wheeler@morningstar.com x 

Julie Molina julie_molina2000@yahoo.com x 

Ken Matheny kennmtheny@mac.com x 

Lizzie Furie   x 

Maria Vargas mariv26@yahoo.com x 

Michelle Berman bermansm@sbcglobal.net x 

Patrine Lewis   x 

Patti Gamble Patti.gamble@gmail.com x 

Rebecca E. Eden rebeccaeeden@gmail.com x 

Robin Martin rmartin21@live.com x 

Sandy Gerding sandygerding@hotmail.com x 

Sofia Tipiani  x 

Venecia Sanchez vsanchez88@sbcglobal.net x 

Vivian Matheny theresamatheny@icloud.com x 
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